Dr. John Nelson "Jack" Marr
December 6, 1929 - October 29, 2019

Dr. John Nelson “Jack” Marr passed away October 29, 2019 in Fayetteville, Arkansas at
Washington Regional Medical Center after a brief illness. He was born on December 6,
1929 in Detroit, Michigan, to Ruby and Nelson Marr. He was raised in Flint, Michigan and
graduated from Central High School. He received his BA in 1956 from the University of
Michigan after serving as a First Lieutenant with the Counter Intelligence Corps during the
Korean War. During his time of service to the country, he met his beloved wife, Josephine,
proposing to her after only one date. Fortunately for our family, she said “yes”, and they
married December 4, 1954.
He received his PhD in psychology in 1961 from Michigan State University. After first
being hired as an assistant professor at Xavier University in Cincinnati, he was recruited
by and hired at the University of Arkansas in 1966. There, he taught countless graduate
and undergraduate students for over 30 years. His specialties included learning theories,
childhood, and cognitive behavioral psychology. In 1975, Dr. Marr was awarded the
prestigious Teaching and Research Award by the Alumni Association. During his career,
he published five books and over 40 research articles. After Dr. Marr’s retirement with
Professor Emeritus status, he proceeded to become the Director of the Behavior Therapy
and Counseling Clinic in Fayetteville, AR, where he held a clinical psychological practice
until his retirement in 2013.
Dr. Marr was instrumental in designing and initiating the behavioral approach used in the
Arkansas Prison System as well as the rehabilitation facilities across 22 states. His
approach promoted better conduct of inmates and strived to improve conditions, and
reduce the recidivism rate of prisoners and improved the rehabilitation opportunities of
those affected with developmental disabilities. In 1988, Dr. Marr was appointed by the
Honorable Judge Henry Woods to oversee the treatment of employed individuals with dual
diagnoses of mental retardation with mental illnesses, and his actions resulted in those
employees receiving over two million dollars in salary raises that year.
In 1976, Dr. Marr was selected by the University of Arkansas as one of twelve faculty to
speak during the United States Bicentennial. In 1987, after providing consultative services
to the University of Arkansas men’s basketball team, in an effort to improve players’ free
throw shooting percentages by teaching them relaxation techniques, he received a letter

from then-Coach Nolan Richardson, expressing his thanks and crediting Dr. Marr with the
team’s improvements.
He served as president of the Arkansas Psychological Association, president of the
American Association of University Professors at the University of Arkansas, and
Chairman of the Board of the Fayetteville Humane Society.
Dr. Marr is preceded in death, by his mother, Ruby Regosch, step-father, Francis
Regosch, his father, Nelson Marr, brother, James “Jim” Marr, and grandson, Colton Marr.
“Sir Jack” as he was lovingly called by his grandchildren, is survived by his wife of 64
years, Josephine “Jo” Marr, of Fayetteville, his children, Brian Marr (Kristen) of Little Rock,
Amy Wilbourn (Jason Watson) of Fayetteville, grandchildren Taylor Wilbourn, Caroline
Wilbourn, Beau Marr, and Holly Marr, along with the notorious “Curmudgeon” group with
whom he enjoyed weekly lunches and spirited conversations for many years.
Private interment with military honors will take place next week at the National Cemetery
located in Fayetteville, Arkansas. A memorial and celebration of his life is planned to take
place on what would have been his 90th birthday, December 6th, 2019.
In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts may be made in his honor to the Fayetteville Animal
Services shelter program, 1640 Armstrong Ave., Fayetteville, AR 72701.

Cemetery
Fayetteville National Cemetery
700 Government Avenue
Fayetteville, AR,

Comments

“

Jack made an outsized contribution to the University of Arkansas. I learned from him
"the interview method" that required students to tell one another what they had just
read or learned from lectures. There's no way better to understand concepts than to
teach them to others. Jake was a fine research supervisor--good to his colleagues
and supportive of students. He was a fine counselor, a superb teacher, and a valued
member of the UA faculty. He will be missed.

Mary Jo Schneider - November 07 at 02:02 PM

“

To all of the Marr Family, I wanted to express my deepest condolences about Jack's
passing. What an outstanding man he was, loved to hear him talk, and I am so
incredibly lucky to have known such a great individual. He left an indelible, indelible
impression on me; there is not enough room on this website for me to tell that many
fond memories I have of this outstanding man.

Oliver Cox
Kandahar Air Base, Afghanistan
Oliver Cox - November 05 at 08:46 AM

“

In the early 1970’s, Dr. Marr taught an innovative graduate course in which we
students taught our rats—through operant techniques—to play soccer by pushing a
ping-pong ball into the other rat's goal. My team’s rat, “Puck”, won the competition by
making 15 goals in 3 minutes: 8 for our team and 7 for the other team. Great learning
and fun with a great professor!

Jeffrey Short - November 04 at 10:23 AM

“

Wonderful man and great prof!
Many members of my family were privileged to sit under his tutelage.
Rusty Jones

Rusty Jones - November 03 at 01:32 PM

“

He was my neighbor, my teacher, my friend, and he made a great martini. RIP, Jack.

Miriam Lonon - November 03 at 12:18 AM

“

Dish Garden with Fresh Cut Flowers was purchased for the family of Dr. John Nelson
"Jack" Marr.

November 02 at 10:34 PM

“

I fondly remember Jack's love of fine sports cars, especially his Porsche and his
Karmann Ghia. I shot a portrait of Jo, and developed it with Sepia toner and found a
frame to add to the "bygone" look. All best. Dwain Cromwell

Dwain Cromwell - November 02 at 10:53 AM

